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Ocean Park July 4th Fireworks   
I know the rumors have been flying  

about fireworks on the beach this 4th 

of July.  Well here's the skinny.  The 

Shore Drive Civic Leagues Fireworks 

Committee is a small group of Shore 

Drive residents trying to organize a 

professional fireworks show on a 

barge off our beaches to celebrate our 

nationôs birth.  

We have the support of all three civic 

leagues from Lesner Bridge to JEB Little Creek. Our plan is to 

have a professional fireworks display on 4th of July on a barge 

800 feet offshore, centrally located between Lesner Bridge and 

the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel. This show will be for Shore 

Drive residents, and paid for by Shore Drive residents and busi-

nesses. The show will be open to anyone who has access to our 

beaches, but the show will not be advertised outside of the Shore 

Drive corridor.  The Shore Drive Fireworks Committee is open to 

anyone who wants to have a say in how this show is going to be 

done.  Everything we are doing is out in the open, no secrets.  

Right now our committee is pretty thin, just a half dozen folks 

working really hard to get a show that we can all enjoy.  If you 

want to have a say, jump in the water and get involved.   

 

 We already have a local fireworks company that will be 

doing the show.  Associated Pyrotechnics is a flicensed and in-

sured fireworks company and has done many fireworks shows 

locally.  We have asked the Commanding Officer of JEB Little 

Creek/Fort Story to donate a barge and to do our onload/offload 

at the base.  I wish I could tell you it was a done deal at this point, 

but the base is still staffing the request.            Continued on Page 3
  

 

Our plan is to have a professional fireworks  

display  July 4th on a barge 800 feet offshore,  

between Lesner Bridge and the Chesapeake Bay. 
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Dear 
neighbors,  
 

Spring is here!  I know that because I watched the 

Red Sox beat the Yankees on opening day at Fen-

way.  A cold winter like we just had makes you re-

member and appreciate why we live here.  It's mid 

April and I've already been to the beach several times.  There's noth-

ing like the feel of warm sand between the toes.  As we get back to 

the beach this year, we need to remember that our beaches are here 

for the enjoyment of all.  Beach etiquette should be practiced by all.  

If your beach activities are impeding on someone else's enjoyment of 

the beach, maybe you should rethink what you're doing. 

Loud music and profane language while others are within ear-

shot isnôt very neighborly.  While we're talking about etiquette, let's 

discuss dogs on our beach.  I am a lifelong dog owner and lover, and 

many of you know my beagle mix, Raleigh.   All of us dog owners 

need to be more aware of our dogsô activities on the beach as more 

people are at the beach during warm weather. Letting your dog run 

loose without a leash, however friendly they might be, could be in-

timidating to someone who isn't a dog lover.  Small dogs might get 

intimidated when a larger dog comes rumbling up looking to play.  

The stories abound of large dogs getting aggressive with smaller 

dogs, for no apparent reason. 

 How many times have we heard the story of a dog attacking a 

person or smaller dog, and the owner saying  ñI don't understand, 

he/she has never done anything like that before.ò z  So letting your 

dog bound up to folks on the beach, and shouting out that your dog 

is friendly doesn't help.  Please be mindful of your neighbors and 

control your dog on the beach so everyone can enjoy the beach.  One 

last note about dogs, the world isn't their toilet.  If you are walking 

your dog and don't have a plastic bag, you probably aren't intending 

to pick up after them.  There are plastic bag containers at every 

beach entrance, use them.  The number-one pollutant of our water-

ways is fecal matter -- don't let your dog contribute to the problem. 

Now on to more fun matters.  Thanks to everyone who attended 

a fun night out at Don Julios for our neighborhood crawl out.  It was 

a fun night of socializing, and would have been a perfect night had 

Kentucky not lost.  Fortunately I had many friends around to com-

miserate my NCAA bracket being busted.  Dove and Eric did a great 

job putting together this event, and I'm looking forward to the Loch 

Luau they are planning for June.  They are also hard at work plan-

ning the Ocean Park 4th of July Parade, which promises to be a fun 

event.  I won't go into details because I don't want to steal the thun-

der of the Social Committee, but they have some great events 

planned to help our community come together in a social setting. 

If you're by the Sylvan Beach entrance this summer, say ñHello.ò  

I'll be the one in the Red Sox hat. If I don't see you on the beach, I 

hope to see you at a future OPCL-sponsored social gathering. 

By  Rick Mercadante  

OPCL President 

mailto:mercadante@cox.net
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Fireworks (Continued from Page 1)  

 

As far as funding goes, that's the hard part.  Our goal is $25,000.  This will pay for the show, our mar-

keting effort, and give us a little seed money for next year's show.  The OPCL general membership has author-

ized the executive board to use $5,000 to help get this effort started, but any funds used will be reimbursed by 

donations received.  At this point, none of the three civic leagues has committed any of their own funds to this 

effort, just their support that this is something that the community wants.  

So far, several Shore Drive businesses have stepped up and committed funds, but we are still a long 

way from a done deal. I know that's a little optimistic, but it makes you realize our goal isn't that farfetched.  I 

will put up the first $100 donation, and four of my fellow Ocean Park residents have committed $100 each to 

get us started.   

 

 Well now you know everything.  For all of you who have been asking for this, now is your chance.  

You can donate by sending a check to the above address made out to the "Shore Drive Civic Leagues Fireworks 

Committee," or go to www.OPCL.org and click on the ñFireworksò link.  If you have questions about this effort 

or want to get involved, contact me.       

       ð Rick Mercadante, OPCL President 

            mercadante@cox.net 

Norfolk teacher hit by car, killed on Shore Drive 
 

Information in this article is from WAVY.com and The Virginian-Pilot 

 

Whitney Lynne Hulce, 25, of Chesapeake, was struck by an eastbound car while crossing Shore 

Drive on Sunday, April 18, at about 1:30 a.m. in the 2900 block near the intersection with Great 

Neck Road.  According to police reports, she did not use a crosswalk or intersection. She died at 

the scene. 

 

The driver of the car was not identified and was not facing charges. 

 

Hulce taught second grade at Tanners Creek Elementary School in Norfolk. 

 

ñShore Drive has become known as a dangerous stretch of road for bicyclists and pedestrians,ò 

wrote The Virginian-Pilot. 

 

In October, a 21-year-old man was also struck by a car as he tried to cross Shore Drive.  He later 

died of his injuries. 

 

Bicyclists pushed for slower speed limits after two people were killed after being struck by cars. 

This past summer, the 45 mph speed limit was lowered to 35 mph on Shore Drive between the 

traffic signals for First Landing State Park and North Great Neck Road. 
 

There are 5,000 homes between Lesner Bridge and Jeb Little Creek.  

 If  a quarter of those homes each donated $20, we're at our goal.  
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As of the end of March, the Robbins Legacy account was valued at $193,324 ,which is 

allocated 72% fixed income/cash and 28% equity/balanced funds after reinvesting 

$40,000 of CD proceeds last month.  The account is currently generating approxi-

mately $6,000/year in interest and dividends with an accumulated balance of over 

$10,000 available for community projects.  Your ideas for funding of community pro-

jects are encouraged and welcome.   ð   Mike Wills, mandjwills@ cox.net 

OPCL Finance Committee Update:  

�%�X�U�J�O�D�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���,�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���7�K�H�I�W�V���R�I���/�D�U�J�H���6�F�U�H�H�Q���7�9�¶�V 

Virginia Beach Police Department Crime Prevention Unit reminds you:\ 

When you take your new TV home, DO NOT LEAVE THE BOX BY THE CURB 

for trash pickup, because this can advertise to potential thieves that you have a new 

TV they may want to steal.  

Cut up the box and place it in your trash or recycle bin, or dispose of it at a card-

board recycling drop- off location. 

Write down the serial number, brand, and model number of the items and keep that 

information in a safe place. 

Remember to watch out for your neighbors and report ALL suspicious activity.  

Call 9-1-1 for crimes in progress, or 385-5000 for non-emergency police reports. 


